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There is a sense in Russia that the South Korean government and private
companies are greatly interested in political and economic cooperation with Russia
in various fields including tourism. The implementation of the “Nine Bridges”
partnership concept should give a new incentive to the growth of investment
cooperation between territories of the Russian Far East and provinces of the

Republic of Korea.

Tourism is one of the most dynamically growing activities of the Russian Far
East. Expecting a growth of the hospitality industry, businesses are investing in
transport infrastructure and building new hotels and tourist attractions. Cruise
tourism engages a specific place in Primorye, and every year Vladivostok hosts
sea liners with thousands of foreign guests on board. The Pacific International

Tourism Exhibition PITE is taking place annually in Vladivostok.
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Since economic relations occur primarily through the interaction of people,
economic relations will escalate an experience and knowledge of not only the
economy, but also culture, language, and customs to intensify communication
between countries. In this regard, the visa—waiver agreement of short—term
visitors between Russia and South Korea, which went into effect in 2014, seems
to boost a communication of citizens because of tourism. The number of tourists
from the Republic of Korea in 2014 was 3 055, in 2016 - 50 000, and in 2018
- 220 000 people [1]. Among all subjects of the Far East, Primorsky Krai is
one of the most attractive place for foreign tourists. Also, Koreans in Primorye
are attracted by places related to the history of relations between Korea and
Russia in the late XIX — early XX centuries.

The interregional cooperation is developing between Vladivostok Busan and
Incheon. Memorandum of Understanding and Friendship between Vladivostok and
Ulsan was signed in September 2018 to support contacts between the two
municipalities on cooperation in energy, oil production, culture and tourism. With
the assistance of Representative Office of the International Congress of
Industrialists and  Entrepreneurs in the Asia—Pacific region, a number of
meetings of the delegation of the City Hall of Ulsan with the heads of the
Department of International Cooperation and Tourism of the Primorsky Territory
Administration,  the  Primorsky — Territory  Industry  Department, tourism  of
Vladivostok, advisor to the head of the city of Vladivostok, as well as the heads
of Russian companies to discuss the development of bilateral cooperation in the
sphere of tourism, economy and shipbuilding. Also, the Korean side was offered
options for cooperation between the two cities and the participation of business
representatives from Ulsan in various projects in Primorsky Krai and Vladivostok.

Including the opening of cruise and air routes from Ulsan to Vladivostok [2].

On November of 2018, the First Russian - Korean Forum of Interregional
Cooperation was held at Pohang., Minister of Foreign Affairs Kang Kyung-wha
met with Minister for the Development of the Russian Far East Alexander Kozlov.
The Ministers exchanged opinions on practical cooperation in the Russian Far East
[3]. The Korean delegation considered the organization of  transport

communication between Pohang and Vladivostok.

There is currently just the one ferry route running between Vladivostok and

Donghae operated by DBS Cruise Ferry. The prospects for the development of
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cruise tourism are important. It is not only about the Far Eastern seas, but the
rivers. The Golden Mile project is already under development in the Amur region.
The work of the Amur tourism and recreational cluster in Blagoveshchensk will

also be used for the development of river cruise tourism.

The Free Port of Vladivostok regime provides a friendly environment for tourism
projects. The Russian Far East is pulling in tourists with their history, cultural
and educational events.  Vladivostok is the closest city of European culture to
Asia Pacific countries, representing Russia, including its world—renowned cultural
brands.  With the 2015 year’s slogan of Korean Air “Two-hour flight to see
Europe!” the Primorye was visited by numerous tourists from the Republic of
Korea. There are about sixty flights per week between Vladivostok and South
Korean cities. Two Russian carriers, Aurora and S7 Airlines, and six South
Korean carriers, Korean Air, Jeju Air, T'way Air, Eastar Jet, Air Busan and Air
Philip, operate flights between Vladivostok and South Korean airports. Korean
tourists get an inexpensive and interesting vacation just two hours from Seoul,
while Vladivostok residents gain access to a developed air traffic network and a
service industry boom. This is especially apparent in the restaurant industry:
thanks to South Koreans, booking.com users recognized Vladivostok as “Russia’s

gastronomical capital” in 2017.

South Korean airlines have also made a significant contribution to the
development of this market. Mutual tourist flows are growing rapidly, with the
emergence of new airlines that have opened direct flights to Vladivostok.  The
Pacific Tourism Information Center from Vladivostok is organizing a blog tours
with Air Philip to promote the Russian Far East as a tourist destination for
South Korean audiences. The South Korean news companies are doing the
promotion of Vladivostok as the nearest European city, a fashionable place for
tourists to visit. There are many small groups of girls and boys on the streets
of Vladivostok and Ussuriysk that come for the weekend. They are doing selfie
on the backdrop of exotic places, visiting restaurants with Russian cousin. Just

now Vladivostok is a fashionable place for them.

In Vladivostok, a whole industry is being formed, focused on South Korean
travelers. The future of inbound tourism depends directly on the development of
event tourism in Primorye. The seaside region has the most direct relation to the

history of Korea and the struggle for its independence. South Korean tourists
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show an active interest in historical monuments in the territory of the region.
The Korean History Hall is planned and a monument to Korean independence
fighter Lee Dong—hwee is planned. On 6 January 2019, the Development
Corporation of Primorsky Krai and Dongnam Industry Co. Ltd. signed an
agreement for the creation of a golf course in the integrated entertainment resort

at Primorye, located near Vladivostok.

At regional session of the Fifth Fastern Economic Forum was held in
Vladivostok as part of the Fifth Pacific Tourist Forum in May 2019 Mayor of
Busan Oh Keo—don spoke about the growing interest of Korean tourists in the
Russian Far Fast. In addition, Oh Keo—don underlined the demand for further

cooperation [4].

In June 2019 the Presidential Plenipotentiary Envoy to the Far Eastern Federal
District the Deputy Prime Minister of the Russian Federation Yuri Trutnev at a
meeting with Lee Sok—bae, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
Republic of Korea to the Russian Federation invited Korean officials and

representatives of the business community to the Fifth Eastern Economic Forum,
which will be held on 4-6 September in Vladivostok [6].

The main theme of 10th Forum of Presidents of Regional Parliaments of
Northeast Asia that was held in July 2019 in Vladivostok was international
tourism. Han Kym Sok, Chairman of the Legislative Assembly of Kangwon
Province, proposed the creation of a single tourism brand in Northeast Asia to

promote the tourism market [7].
Conclusion

In the last few years there has been a real growth of South Korean tourism to
the Russian Far East. For Korean tourists, the important motivator for coming to
Vladivostok was an entertaining program about travel and short time to reach the
city. The access of South Korean tourists was facilitated by the visa—free regime
introduced in 2014 between our countries.  Developing human communications
with South Korea would be helpful to implement turn to the East policy not
through phobias about Asian migration, but as Russia returning household to

where it belongs many years ago.
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