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Telephone: +44 (0)20 7735 7611 Fax: +44 (0)20 7587 3210

MSC.1/Circ.1604
14 June 2018

INTERIM GUIDELINES FOR MASS TRIALS

1 The Maritime Safety Committee, at its 101st session (5 to 14 June 2019), with the aim
of assisting relevant authorities and relevant stakeholders with ensuring that the trials of
Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships (MASS) related systems and infrastructure are
conducted safely, securely and with due regard for protection of the environment, approved
Interim Guidelines for MASS trials, as set out in the annex.

2 The Committee agreed to keep the Interim Guidelines under review and to amend
them in view of the experience gained with their application and/or as and when the
circumstances so warrant

3 Member States and international organizations are invited to use the annexed
Interim Guidelines and bring them to the attention of all parties concerned.
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4 ALBERT EMBANKMENT
LONDON SE1 7SR
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7735 7611 Fax: +44 (0)20 7587 3210

MSC.1/Circ.1638
3 June 2021

OUTCOME OF THE REGULATORY SCOPING EXERCISE
FOR THE USE OF MARITIME AUTONOMOUS SURFACE SHIPS (MASS)

1 The Maritime Safety Committee, at its 103rd session (5 to 14 May 2021), approved
the Outcome of the regulatory Scoping Exercise for the use of Maritime Autonomous Surface
Ships (MASS), as set out in the annex, which provides the assessment of the degree to which
the existing regulatory framework under purview of the Mariime Safety Committee (MSC)
might be affected in order to address MASS operations. It further provides guidance to the
MSC and interested parties to identify, select and decide on future work on MASS and, as
such, facilitate the preparation of requests for, and consideration and approval of, new outputs.

2 Member States and international organizations are invited to take the annex into
account when proposing future work on MASS for consideration by the MSC and bring it to the
attention of shipowners, operators, academia and all other parties concemed.
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