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The Maritime Trajectory of
Greek Civilization

§20|A SA Z2IE EEAS ©The OCEAN

Trapped in the narrow
Mediterranean, the Greeks
pushed eastward
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Today, Greeks is not a great power nation. Divided,

long ruled by the Islamic Empire, and interfered with by
European power: ,'its power has waned. But it is still a
maritime tourism powerhouse, and its maritime power
remains, and th rfeeks have long been a major player
in the interaction’between East and West. Even after the
dissolution of thereek civilization, it continued with
the Roman Em en with the Greco-Roman
civilizatio {&!‘m power needs to be viewed

globally, IIY"In today’s Greek’s territories.
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The movement of merchants was always
accompanied by the patron god Hermes

In essence, the major powers in the Mediterranean were
the Levant, Aegean, lonian, and Adriatic. While the
Levant, which includes modern-day Syria, Lebanon, and
Palestine, was the stage for the Phoenicians, the Aegean
and lonian seas were the stage for the Greeks.

Greece and Italy have in common the shape of a
peninsula jutting into the Mediterranean Sea. It consists
of Athens in the east, Sparta in the southwest, and
countless islands in the Aegean Sea. To the south is the
giant island of Crete, and between it and the Anatolian

peninsula are countless islands. These were the homes of

the Greeks, sometimes in alliance with each other and
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sometimes as independent kingdoms.

The Greeks operated a vast merchant fleet centered
in the Mediterranean, and their travels were always
accompanied by Hermes as their patron deity. Wearing
winged shoes, wearing a hat, and carrying a messenger
staff, Hermes was a guide and blessing god who watched
over and protected those who set out on their journeys.
The traces of Hermes can be found in temples, various
sculptures, and paintings on pottery.

The Greeks used Corinth as a starting point for their
voyages. As a center for trade in the East, Corinth was
built between the Adriatic and Aegean seas, between
the two ports of Kencrei and Regium. From Corinth,
ships traveled to Egypt and the East. Corinth was a
commercial center that brought goods from all over the
world and was always crowded with travelers and sailors.

The prosperity of Corinth symbolized the prosperity
of the Aegean civilization. When we think of Greek
civilization, we need to think of it in terms of the
Aegean Sea. Furthermore, the Greeks built colonial
cities around the Black Sea. cities like Marseille on
the Mediterranean began their development as Greek
colonies. Miletus, the first Greek settlement on the
Anatolian peninsula, was also a strategic maritime base
to the east. Because the Greeks’ footsteps touched every
corner of the Mediterranean, the maritime civilization of
Greece is scattered throughout the Mediterranean, not
only in mainland Greece, but also around the Black Sea,

in Sicily, Italy, and France.
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Corinth was closely connected to the Athenian port
city of Piracus. Wagons loaded with goods came to
Corinth through Piracus. The small harbor of Piracus
was so crowded that it could not accommodate all the
arriving ships. According to a report by the ancient
Athenian statesman Pericles, “all the produce of the
whole world” was gathered here. Greek merchants
reached as far as Russia, the Asian interior, Britain, the
Baltics, and Scandinavia. The marketplace agora on
the Acropolis of Athens was so rich that there was not
a store without a vegetable vendor, a cheese maker, a
butcher, and a lumber yard, not to mention all sorts of
wholesalers.

The logistics of the ancients were beyond our
imagination. We tend to underestimate the seafaring
capabilities of the ancients, but the reality is different.
They traveled, connected, and moved goods around the
world far more than we realize.

Myths like the Odyssey reflect the seafaring prowess
of the Greeks. Their seafaring exploits around the
Mediterranean became mythologized. The Greeks were
so pan-Mediterranean that they fought wars as far away

as Troy, which is located in modern-day Tiirkiye.

Greek, the International Language of the
East

Alexandros the Great’s expeditions to the East were
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crucial to the expansion of trade in the Greek world.
Under Alexandros, the East was given a new lease on life.
In a sense, the Greeks, who had been confined to the
narrow Mediterranean, pushed eastward, reaching as far
as northwestern India.

Alexandros’ reign lasted only 13 years, but the
empire he created was unprecedented in Greek history.
The management of Persian territory in Greek and
Macedonia was a precursor to the great events of Greek
history for the next 300 years. Many Greeks were
brought into the new settlements. No longer isolated in
the traditions of a small city-state, Greeks were living
in a diverse environment with indigenous peoples of all
races and nationalities.

In the grand scheme of imperial management,

Alexander’s empire was accomplished in one fell swoop
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by the destruction of the Persian Empire, and a new
empire, led by the Greeks of Macedonia, was created
using the Persian system of imperial governance.

Alexandros’ dream of opening up to the sea blossomed
in Alexandria, Egypt. Alexandros went to Egypt and
proclaimed himself Pharaoh, son of Amon, king of the
gods, and founded a city named Alexandria in each
of his conquests. There were several Alexandria’s that
Alexandros built and envisioned, but the Egyptian one
was the most important.

In this Mediterranean city, a unique culture
blossomed that merged Macedonian-Greek culture
from the west with Persian-Indian culture from the east.
Alexandros envisioned a great empire based on both

cultures and pursued a policy of East-West fusion.

Alexandros founded Alexandria, the
largest port of its time

The Great King’s dream was not realized in his lifetime.
In 323 BC, Alexandros was suddenly struck down by
a fever and died after only ten days. Although he died
young, the construction of his dream empire was not
halted. The Ptolemaic dynasty would rule Egypt from
305 BC to 30 BC.

The Ptolemaic dynasty deserved to be called the
Greco-Pharaoh. In keeping with Egyptian tradition and

continuity, the Ptolemaic dynasty is referred to as the
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32nd dynasty. The establishment of Hellenistic traditions
on African soil is a historically significant event. This

is because Hellenistic culture would have a profound
impact on the eastern world as well as the west.

The city was home to two civilizational symbols:
the Pharos Lighthouse and the Library. The Pharos
Lighthouse, known as one of the Seven Wonders of the
Ancient World, and the Mouseion, the Great Library
and Research Center of Alexandria.

At an estimated height of 120 to 140 meters, the
lighthouse, the tallest man-made structure, symbolized
the city’s status in maritime trade. The appearance of
such a large lighthouse in Alexandria is a good evidence
of the frequent sailing of the Mediterranean Sea. All the
knowledge and wisdom of the East and the West were
gathered at Mousseion, and the quality and quantity
of the library’s collections show the total amount of
knowledge of the time.

The fusion of Greek knowledge with the capabilities

of Eastern nations led to the remarkable development of
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Alexandria. Today’s exhibits at the National Museum of
Alexandria emphasize an unusually Greek-Roman mix,
which cannot be explained without reference to Eastern
advances in navigation and shipbuilding.

Many Greeks live in Alexandria today. They say with
pride, “We still call it our city, and we still call it home.”
This is a city where “Greek is still spoken well in modern
times”. All the architecture and statues are invariably
facing the Mediterranean Sea to the north. Whereas in
Luxor and Cairo, the city faces the river, here it faces the

sea, giving the city a “maritime” feel.

The Greeks understood the world
through maps

Ptolemy’s map of the world is a testament to the
cosmopolitanism of the Greeks. It features detailed
geographic information about India and Sri Lanka, with
mountains, rivers, and harbors that are still accurate
today.

Ptolemy’s maps were based on information brought
to him by merchant ships and sailors of his time, and
he recorded details as far as Southeast Asia. As such, his
maps are an important source of evidence for mapping
the ancient route of the Ocean Silk Road.

Ptolemy’s geography didn't stop with the end of
antiquity; his ancient legacy was rediscovered in Rome

during the Renaissance. His navigation system of latitude
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and longitude was long forgotten and rediscovered by
the Renaissance scholar Toscanelli. He believed that to
reach India, or East Asia, it was only necessary to sail
west across the Atlantic Ocean. His ideas were widely
disseminated before Columbus.

Columbus revived an ancient geographical idea that
had almost completely faded from memory during the
centuries of the Middle Ages: the Earth is a sphere.
His plan was to sail west and land directly in East Asia,
in what people at the time thought was India. His
contemporaries had long known about India through
navigational guides and educated guesses. Columbus
heard about it while he was in Portugal and asked
Toscanelli for a map, which Toscanelli was happy to send
him.

Columbus sailed across the Atlantic with the map.
Columbus’s challenge was made possible by an ancient
anchor in Ptolemy. It is not impossible that Columbus
himself had read and studied Geography (1478). Ancient
views of geography influenced the Renaissance and
influenced Columbus.
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Ownership of the World Fleet, 2011-2022

(in dwt, ships. > 1,000 gt)
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Ship Type Analysis of the Greek-owned Fleet
{in ships > 1,000 at)
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Share of Greek-controlled fleet in EU-controlled fleet by main ship type
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The recent war in Ukraine has left many people
dead and innocent people fleeing their homes and
experiencing the pain of being separated from
their families. All wars, including the war in Ukraine,
have many negative effects not only on the country
that is the battleground, but also on the invading
country and the countries involved globally. In
addition to the direct loss of life, wars have a
cascading effect on food, energy, and commodities
that are connected in global supply chains. The war
in Ukraine has caused suffering for many countries
and people around the world who rely on Ukrainian
grain and Russian energy. But it also brings
opportunities and good fortune to others.
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They believed they could fight tirelessly and
fearlessly.

Perhaps the most prominent companies profiting
from the war in Ukraine would be those that produce
munitions. However, there is one company on this list
that you might not think of as a munitions producer
although we are familiar with it. These are companies
that produce chocolate and sweets. It is quite surprising
to hear that the sales of a Korean company producing
chocolate pies, especially in Russia, have more than
doubled since the war in Ukraine. Why is war an
opportunity for chocolate-related companies? This

is because the origin of cacao, the raw material for

chocolate, the evolution of chocolate, and the production
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and distribution process are deeply connected to war.
Cacao, the raw material for chocolate, comes from

the cacao tree (Theobroma cacao). It is a very difficult crop

to grow, only found within 20 degrees of latitude north

and south of the equator and below 300 meters above
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sea level. It requires moderate shade from large trees,
humidity, and temperatures above 16 degrees Celsius, so
it can only be grown in very limited areas.

Native to Central and South America, cacao was first
consumed by the ancient Maya and brought to Europe
via the Aztecs, where it was mainly used as a tonic to
energize indigenous people before they went to war.
The Aztecs believed that drinking a beverage made from
cacao before a battle would allow them to fight without
fatigue and without fear. In addition to its strength
and fearlessness, cacao was also used as a love drink to
procreate. Later, when Europeans discovered the New
World and met the Aztecs, they adopted the drink as
their own, and cacao gradually began to evolve into the

chocolate we know today.

The Bittersweet Taste of Chocolate

When Europeans first tasted cacao, its bitterness and
unfamiliarity kept them from embracing it as a delicacy
for nearly 100 years. However, they slowly began to
accept the indigenous people’s belief that chocolate made
from cacao was a tonic for fatigue and stamina, and an
aphrodisiac for love, and by the early 16th century, they
were drinking chocolate drinks made from it in earnest.
In particular, it was the efforts of nuns who traveled to
the kingdom of Astéca to spread Catholicism that gave
chocolate its smooth, sweet flavor as it is now. They
devised a way to add cream and sugar to the original

cacao drink, and this way of drinking chocolate spread

to Europe, creating the bittersweet chocolate that

Europeans love.

By this time, mass production of cacao became
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necessary, and the first cacao plantations were established
in Brazil, a Portuguese colony, and cultivation expanded
using African slave labor. At the time, about 10 percent
of the total slave trade across the Atlantic was made up
of African slaves brought to work on Brazilian cacao
plantations.

Afterwards, cacao plantations spread to other South
and Central American countries and even to Indonesia,
a former Dutch colony. By the mid-17th century, large-
scale production facilities and shops selling chocolate
began to open in Europe.

There were two major milestones that led to chocolate
taking on its current familiar form. The first was the
invention of the cacao press by Dutchman Coenrrad van
Houten in 1828. This machine reduced the high cocoa
butter content of cacao, making it easier to powder
the beans and make them more soluble in water. This
allowed the powdered cacao to mix better with water,
resulting in a milder taste and a darker color.

The second was when chocolate, which was spreading
across Europe, met Swiss milk. When cacao from the
tropics met milk in the cold mountains of Switzerland,

a faraway part of Europe, a new type of chocolate was
born: milk chocolate. In 1875, Swiss Daniel Peter
invented a smooth chocolate with milk, and in 1929, he
founded Nestlé, the chocolate company we all know well

today.
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Chocolate's power in war

Today, chocolate is playing an even bigger role in
warfare. In World War II, while the Germans struggled
to get supplies, the U.S. military was able to get by with
supplies from farther away, which is where the power of
chocolate comes in. While the Germans were starving,
with supplies becoming harder to come by the deeper

they went into enemy territory, the Americans were
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able to satisfy their hunger and replenish their energy

much more easily because they always had chocolate in
their uniform pockets. Of course, Germany also made
chocolate, but they didn't have the production base and

portable processing to make it a military commodity.

Britain and the United States, on the other hand,
began producing chocolate for military use even before

World War I. Britain, in particular, turned its African
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colonies of Codte d'Ivoire and Ghana, which had not

produced cacao at all before the 20th century, into
cacao production bases and began sourcing cacao raw
materials from west-central Africa, closer to home than
Latin America. This paved the way for the British to
establish a system to mass-produce chocolate for the
military, and later led to the creation of many global
chocolate makers. Korea's chocolate originated from
the munitions chocolate carried by American soldiers
during the Korean War, which satisfied the hunger of
our grandfathers and fathers. Now, in an ironic twist
of history, Korean-made chocolate pies are serving as

munitions for Russian and Ukrainian soldiers.

Logistics driven by a global grain major and
chocolate brand

The word "logistics” comes from the 19th-century
French word "logistique," meaning munitions. While
chocolate plays an important role in warfare as a
munition, it is also a product of global logistics. The
chocolate that ends up on our plates travels from
producers in the equatorial regions to processing
centers in Europe and the United States, and from
processing centers to consumers around the world, all

through logistics. Therefore, logistics is very important
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in chocolate. It is a commodity that is produced in
the equatorial regions of Latin America and Africa,
processed mostly in Europe or the United States, and
then distributed and sold through a global logistics
network.

Currently, more than half of the global cacao bean
trade is controlled by Archer Daniels Midland, Cargill,
Barry Callebaut, and Nestlé. Aside from Nestlé, the
world's largest grain traders dominate the global cacao
bean trade and logistics market.

In fact, they dominate the secondary market for not
only cacao, but also sugar, coffee, flour, rice, and most of
the other food products we use in our daily lives. In this
way chocolate is born in the rainforest, travels around
the world, meets sugar for sweetness, meets milk for
smoothness, and is delivered to stores and tables near
you through a logistics system driven by global grain

majors and chocolate brands.

It's hard for poor producing countries to
become chocolate processors

Unfortunately, the commodity nature of chocolate
makes it difficult for most poor producer countries
to become processors, unlike coffee. Currently, most
tropical countries that produce cacao lack access to
electricity due to poor infrastructure. In order to add

value, chocolate needs to be processed rather than
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grown, but these countries are short of a cold chain
system to properly process, store, and distribute
chocolate in hot weather. As a result, their hard-earned
cacao is shipped to processing facilities in industrialized
countries, where it is processed and exported around the
world. While some coffee is exported from producing
countries such as Vietnam, Indonesia, Panama, and
Kenya under their own brands, most chocolate made
from cacao is processed, distributed, and sold by major
global companies in Europe, the United States, and
some Asian countries. This is another paradox where
cacao and logistics are interwined.

Chocolate, which is both sweet and bitter, is closely
linked to logistics and has become a symbol that has
brought us joy and pain throughout history. Chocolate,
a necessity of war, is again on store shelves as a token of
love to bring lovers together on Valentine's Day. Every
tragedy has two sides to the coin. The bitter side of
chocolate is the tragedy of war, and the sweet side is the
comedy of love. But it's worth reminding ourselves that

logistics is the driving force behind it all.

0|42 Lee Sung-woo
SRt SH|ZSaHAEFATME MEE. X2 M2 (L= 7Hu|S ot f
=FE &M Or&lch7t ACE Founder & Executive Director. Center for Supply Chain &
Maritime Logistics, KMI. He is the author of "I Drink Logistics with Coffee".
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Iceland, the land of extremes
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A landscape of prototypes, the first Earth or the last
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What <Interstella>, <The Secret Life of Walter
Mitty>, <Noah>, <Prometheu>, <Oblivion>,
<Thor>, <Tomb Raider>, <Star Trek>, <Star
Wars>, <The Fast And The Furious>, and
<Game of Thrones> have in common is that
they were all filmed in Iceland. Iceland is a
land of surreal landscapes that has been the
setting for countless Hollywood movies. Its
intense landscapes leave a lasting mark on

the body and soul of travelers. As a result, it’s
likely to get homesick after visiting Iceland.
You would sip wild moss tea you bought in
Iceland, listen to Sigur Rés, find movies set in
Iceland, or listen to whale calls on an infinite
loop.
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Where lava and ash fly over the walls of

ice

When you first set foot in Iceland, you'll be
overwhelmed by nature like you've never seen before.
Trolls, elves, Odin, Thor, and other characters from
Icelandic mythology appear before your eyes one
after another. One minute you're in the land of fire,
the next you're blocked by a wall of ice, and the next
you're blasted with lava and volcanic ash. There are
32 active volcanoes in the country, with an average of
one erupting every five years. Eleven percent of the
country is covered by glaciers. Much of the country is
covered in glaciers and volcanoes, as well as wastelands
and treeless mountains. No matter where you look,
much of the land is empty. It’s a protoplasmic
landscape, reminiscent of the first Earth or the last
Earth. All the other elements that make up the earth
seem to have disappeared, leaving only the elements
of water, fire, earth, and wind. It is extremely sparsely

populated, and even the traces of humans have been
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erased, making me imagine the landscape before
humanity was born or after humanity became extinct.
Due to its location, just below the Arctic Circle, the
lack of sunlight, the low nitrogen content of Iceland’s
soil, and the low temperatures throughout the year
make it difficult for trees to grow. Consequently, you
can see the horizon almost everywhere in Iceland.
There are no man-made structures to obstruct the
view, and the open horizon is either sea, volcanoes,
glaciers, or highlands. There is a saying that people
from this country say when they visit their neighbor
Finland. They mention that the trees block the view.
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The wind fills the empty land, and it’s
just me and the sound of the wind

The desolate land of Iceland seems to have no room
for human life. Of course, there are traces of humans
in the Icelandic landscape, but they are somehow
helpless and seem incapable of causing any harm. The
presence of nature itself is so absolute that human
life, tucked away in the corners of the landscape,
seems somehow more unsettling and lonely. The way
humans relate to nature here is unlike anywhere else
on the planet, and even though it’s impossible, it
feels like we're harmless and insignificant in Icelandic
nature. I find that illusion comforting. Yes, there
should be places like this on earth, where humans
don’t belong....

The wind fills that empty space. The wind blows,

drowning out all sounds, revealing its presence as if
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to show off that it is the owner of the land. Like a living
thing, it changes direction from time to time, taking
control of the atmosphere. It is a wind that cuts through
the lungs and messes up the fabric of emotions. When I
listen to the music of the people of that country, I can hear
the wind whipping across the vast expanse of land, and I
can feel the snowstorms rushing in to envelop the world.
Driving down the mountain roads of Iceland with listening
to the music of Sigur Rés, Olafur Arnalds, and Johann
Johannsson, I feel like I'm driving to the end of the world.
The world fades away and I'm left with only the landscape
in front of me and the sound of the wind as I stare at it.

If the wind during the day dominates the surroundings

with sound, the aurora borealis lights up the sky at night.

The night I first encountered the Northern Lights from
the sky above my campsite, I stood for hours, without
even noticing that my neck hurt by following the “dancing

spirits of the gods.

©The OCEAN
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“If you don’t like the weather in Iceland,
just wait five minutes.”

Iceland’s capital, Reykjavik, is located at 65 degrees north
latitude. It’s the most northern capital on Earth. The
distance to the North Pole is only 2,876 kilometers. About
the size of South Korea, Iceland is home to just under
370,000 people, half of whom are clustered around the
capital city of Reykjavik. The rest are scattered around
the country in places that make you wonder why anyone
would want to live in a place like this. Road 1, commonly
referred to as the Ring Road, is a 1322-kilometer-long
road that connects Iceland’s towns. In theory, it’s possible
to drive around the entire island in about 16 hours if you
drive nonstop. In reality, it’s nearly impossible to drive
non-stop. You'll find yourself pulling over frequently to
admire the scenery out the window.

The further north you go in Iceland, the sparser the
population and the more barren the nature. Its a land
of extremes, with long winters where the sun never rises
and short summers where there are two months of white
nights. Winters with no sun, anonymity is not guaranteed
because villages are so small that people know each
other, and geographical isolation that traps people when
the weather changes. How do they endure such adverse
conditions? They seem to harbor a kind of primal misery
and resignation that is typical of people living in harsh
natural environments. According to the 2015 report by
Recovery Brands (www.recoverybrands.com), a consulting firm
for drug and alcohol addiction treatment, Iceland was the
number one country for drug misuse deaths. I was tempted
to blame the weather.

“If you don’t like the weather in Iceland, just wait five

minutes.” As Icelanders often joke, you can experience all
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I have always been inexplicably drawn to people who live

in extreme conditions. People who live in isolation, with

unpredictable weather and uncontrollable forces of nature.

%_%—(?j' iﬂlé] —:. - %%9’] 94 X]% I have a desire to see their resilience or indomitable will.

‘%O:] E}Eﬂ /}-71‘8‘ ‘—8.‘%]'0] The tragedy that sparked that desire was a car accident. We
were driving a four-wheel drive car to a remote village in
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who can withstand nearly half a year of isolation survive

the winter.
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The accident occurred about two hours away from the
village. The car was traveling down a narrow, steep cliff

road when it skidded in the rain, hit a cliff, spun around,

E A= o R 7k Qe Aol =27t and plunged into the sea. The car came to a screeching halt

#A vkEol § Hl& 2olqlth, ’Hd 7h7te] o]ojA|= 1L at the edge of the ocean. It was a moment when the needle

28 AY = 9l 7313 =l 44 Walo] AL Jr} between life and death tipped toward life. The collision of

e g ) \= harsh nature and unfamiliarity with the terrain was one of
A7} B 2 UAEC 7] the most intense events of our trip to Iceland. No one was

seriously injured, thanks to the fact that all five of us were
wearing seatbelts.

When I woke up in the car, teetering on the beach,
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I pulled out my cell phone and dialed the emergency
number. The police response was swift. They told me it
would take two hours for an ambulance and police car to
arrive. Forty minutes later, the nearest residents drove up.
The police asked them to rush to us and see if first aid was
needed. Armed with blankets and hot water, they took care
of us until the police and ambulance arrived.

When I woke up and looked around, it was a mess. The
car was totaled, and the wreckage was scattered everywhere.
Our trunk and luggage were floating in the sea. A few
of our duck down sleeping bags had burst open leaving
fur everywhere. Feathers glistened and floated in the dim
sunlight. A seal wandered up to the car to take in the
spectacle. The country is home to the world’s largest colony
of puffins, with an estimated 10 million puffins in Iceland
in the summer. There are about 28 puffins per capita, so we
should be thankful that a flock of pufhins didn’t swarm over
us. We hauled our seemingly usable luggage up the road,
wrapped ourselves in blankets, and sat down to wait for the

police car.

155




P 156

“F2 Aol A o] ezl
&2 oA Ui}

I Ag HERE vhe EUH|EHemavike ARL 2]
A 7P 717k ahEol k. FEALE Bl theE S0t
Y o] &go] PHAH HAl St “H2 Aldelde
H[o] AL £E2 HA UI” ofoSrEl]
F2| 24| thes 9] ol Sigith 152 HE
ol wtet =3t mE2 HiE=el A A v = 5

Siotth, sl gl B AR HA A= 3
sfal, SO AFokR AREE FRE AR

gt mE et 7 E Hohe StolM e =7t
FoRt TRl Pt Alo|AE AHIAZ W AR

HAS} 2 e Tt ofgA Aisfor &4 2d& +

= ATV T

ST WAL FH|22 oIl FUES BA ¢

M TFagr i
Hosavin

Culture 187 +

FETHE IAVIE S ROASTERS

“In a small world, secrets travel at an
alarming rate.”

Hoélmavik, the village we had stayed in the day before,
was the closest village to the crash site. By the time I got
back to town in the ambulance, the rumors had spread
like a fog. “In a small world, secrets travel at an alarming
rate.” The police in the Icelandic mystery novels were right:
they greeted us with a shy demeanor, as if they were sorry
to have discovered the secret, and with the appropriate
amount of consideration. They let us use the laundry room
at the local pool overnight and extended our checkout time Zof Aol o] 52 AAAIE I A9 TR E 4=
e}

to them, they were warm and welcoming. I wondered if

.. . . they knew that living in such a harsh environment, the
at the hotel for free. The tourist information center, magic Y g » thcy

could become victims of nature at any moment. They seem
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had disrupted their peaceful but monotonous lives. The o] emg Ropob g uf g sk e me today, I may be turned away tomorrow when I need

locals watched us carefully without looking, and at every semzene i

turn, they offered us kindness without being overbearing.

Outwardly, they were cold and hard, but when we talked
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Because people are nicer in times of crisis

Iceland has been ranked as one of the most peaceful and
low-crime countries in the world. According to the 2016
OECD Better Life Survey, 96 percent of Icelanders said
they had someone they could turn to in a crisis, giving the
country the second highest rate of community dependence
and the third lowest murder rate among the 38 member
states. As the most sparsely populated land on Earth,
humans themselves are a rarity. In the face of natural forces
that can overwhelm them in an instant and leave them
helpless, they will have to rely on each other to survive. It
is this flexibility that has given them the world’s first female
president, allowed female Catholic priests, and legalized
same-sex marriage as early as 2010. In 2018, they had the
first openly gay prime minister. Iceland also has the highest
gender equality index in the world. In fact, Iceland has
been democratic since its inception. Parliament was created
in 930 with the founding of the Free State of Iceland,
making it the oldest parliamentary democracy in the world.
There’s a saying that everyone is an artist in Iceland. In
fact, when I traveled around Iceland and asked locals what
they did for a living, the answer was something like this.

“I drive a bus, but I play the guitar in a rock band.” “I
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work at a museum ticket window, but I'm also a painter.”
Statistically, one in ten Icelanders will publish at least one
book in their lifetime. It’s one of the countries with the
highest number of writers per 1,000 people, which may
have something to do with the physical environment,
where one person must play multiple roles. Iceland’s harsh
nature often creates situations where humans have to reach
out to other humans. In a land where Mother Nature plays
a strong lead role, the weak humans in the supporting

cast are forced to rely on each other’s body heat. We
experienced this reality firsthand thanks to a car accident.
If you're stuck in a snowstorm that’s about to take over the
world, you'll feel safer in Iceland. Because there are people

who become more friendly in times of crisis.
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An economically minded Dutchman paints a portrait of trade and shipping
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sinking, and another is barely hanging on. The Dutch

tricolor flies clearly from the mast despite the fierce

7171 Zoll A AREsHA $IEETh 174171 YI9=H= winds that tear at the sails. One of the many maritime
3|87} AYAKSE kS S0k E S = ST, scenes produced by Dutch painting in the 17th century.




AL A19] A2l <l
A7)0l 9k % offe}

15417] 2 Aekelldl 2y
ozg HgEE 42 SyH
7he] FarHel oLt Aol Tig FFfelAl 2 4 A
B, 7 BRI AAAAA, ARl AR EAgch S
B 2 AP g, el Lol ol /1%
B8 39T 1A 4B Shohs A 04
“op e i 9 el e, 41 2
£, 2% Aelsleo] wstA AL H
A HLE st 91Xl S,
F7480t 12l Alehek 87 %ol S 2
Afolet, Aeleea)e Ale] Helel sl A710] 912
obfet, ubgs] AAela A solof & thie] B
Aeleko =i FHop} ojEE A galslet, 55 17

Nature (landscape) is not only there by
divine providence.

From the end of the 15th century, “self-contained”
landscape painting emerged in the West. The reason for
the development of landscape as a stand-alone subject
can be traced back to the subjective intentions of the
artist and their enjoyment of nature, but there were also
political, economic, and social reasons. The Renaissance
coincided with the discovery of the New World and the
four inventions that would later shape technological
civilization, as well as the scientific exploration of nature
with unprecedented breadth and enthusiasm. With the

development of mathematical perspective and other
2|= = Hh3512|M(Ludolf Backhuysen)2| <2t al{otof| M Zitet=
AHHE(Ships in Distress off a Rocky Coast)>, 1667
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natural sciences, the visual subject of nature was placed

in a position of both appreciation and exploration.
It is a remarkable phenomenon that landscape
painting emerged in such an era and environment.
Nature (landscape) was not only there by divine
providence, but also became an object to be studied
and explored. It is not surprising that landscape

painting emerged from this view of nature, especially

Flying Dutchman Phantom
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in the 17th century in the Netherlands. This was
especially true of marine landscapes. The Dutch, who
had been fighting for independence from Spain (the
Habsburgs) since the end of the 16th century, were

the first European country to establish a modern
capitalist system. In addition to creating innovative
investment methods and financial systems, they
established colonies across the five oceans and
became an economic powerhouse based on trade and
manufacturing. Ships flying the Dutch flag sailed
across the Atlantic and Indian Oceans, establishing

routes and colonies.

Dutch ships, merchant republic

The Dutch were so far ahead of the curve that the
term Dutch-Pay is still in circulation. They were the
creators of a new economic system (financial capitalism).
The Netherlands was the first country to establish

a republic after Venice, and it was a country that
secured advanced economic freedom at the time, so it
can be said that it was a “merchant republic”. It was
the epitome of mercantilism and the wealth of nations
before Adam Smith’s theories even existed. The British
also fought with the Dutch over maritime rights

and built the British Empire by benchmarking their
systems.

History focuses on the Dutch ships that plied the
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seas in the 17th century and the economic history
behind them. In particular, the establishment of

the East India Company (VOC, Vereenigde Oostindische
Compagnic) was the defining historical event of Dutch
maritime power and colonial economy in the 17th
century. The role of the navy was crucial to this
dominance. The history of the Royal Dutch Navy
(Koninklijke Marine) dates back to the Eighty Years’ War
(1568-1648) against Spain. In the 17th century, the
Dutch rose to prominence in naval battles against
European superpowers such as England, France,

and Spain. This was not only due to its advanced
shipbuilding technology and economic strength, but
also to its naval command and control. This tradition

continued through the Napoleonic era.

The Legend of the Flying Dutchman

As with maritime powers of the past, the development
of navies and shipbuilding went hand in hand,
especially when it came to building ships to cross

the oceans. The ships built by the Dutch were
improvements and developments of ships of the past,
often adapted to their own coastal terrain, and the rise
of the galleon is particularly noteworthy. Maritime
landscape paintings depicted these ships. These were
warships and merchant ships that evolved from

galleys, with multi-story construction and three masts.
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Merchant ships averaged 500 tons, but some were as
large as 1000 tons. The flat-bottomed ships, developed
to suit the Dutch coastal terrain, also demonstrate
their superior shipbuilding skills. Maritime landscapes
depicted shipbuilding techniques and the majesty of
ships in realistic detail.

The Dutch expanded into Asia beginning in 1590,
taking over Asian colonies that had been established
earlier by the Portuguese. But colonization was not all
smooth sailing. The seas were not kind, with 20 percent
of Dutch ships sinking around 1600. Rapidly changing
and unpredictable weather conditions, lurking reefs,
inexperienced seamanship, and pirates plagued the
Dutch merchant fleet. However, the Dutch gradually
overcame these challenges. Of course, it came at a high
cost and sacrifice. One such story has been turned into
a legend, known as the Flying Dutchman. The image
of the Flying Dutchman as a ghost ship is based on
the historical experience of the Dutch, who have been
traveling the seas since the 16th century.

Since the 17th century, a spooky story has been
circulating among European sailors. A merchant ship
named the Flying Dutchman was said to have sunk near
the Cape of Good Hope. In 1641, the ship’s captain,
Hendrick van der Decken, is said to have vowed to
sail around the Cape of Good Hope “until the day of
judgment” or “to the ends of the earth”. But the phrase
actually comes from a line in a Wagnerian opera. At the

time, the Cape of Good Hope route was the only way
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to get from the Adlantic to the Indian Ocean, and
despite its name, it was a graveyard of ships that had
swallowed countless others. The ships that persevered
through rough seas and bad weather against the
dissuasion of other navigators and sailors eventually
sank near the Cape of Good Hope. Since then, the
ship and its crew have been cursed, never docking in a
harbor or reaching land, and forever roaming the seas,
symbolizing the bad luck of sinking other ships. The
ill-fated maritime disaster has since become a major
theme in literature and opera, as well as in art. Dutch

maritime landscapes were, of course, a major theme.

Maritime Landscape Painting, a Unique
Genre Created by the Dutch

Maritime landscapes are a unique genre created by the
Dutch in the 16th and 17th centuries. While there
are exceptions, the quantity and quality of Dutch
paintings of the time was unparalleled. In the same
way that portrait and still life painting specialize in
different branches, so did maritime landscapes in the
17th century. This specialization is not surprising
considering that in Amsterdam alone, more than 700
painters were registered in guilds and nearly 70,000
paintings were produced each year. The main buyers
of maritime landscapes were the merchant class, who

were involved in shipping and trade, but there were
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also many others, including high-class sailors and trade
investors. Rembrandt, the famous painter of light, was also
known to have invested heavily in merchant shipping and
trade. In response to this demand, painters specialized in
maritime landscapes in cities such as Amsterdam, some
of whom had been sailors themselves, and they brought
their experiences on board and at sea, as well as detailed
information and descriptions of the ships being built in the
docks and shipyards of the day, to their landscapes.
Rudolf Bach’s Ships in Distress on a Reef Coast,
mentioned in the introduction, depicts a shipwreck that
Dutch merchant ships often suffered, and this type of
maritime landscape painting became popular. Willem van
der Felder and Jan van de Cappelle were other painters
who made a name for themselves in maritime landscapes.
Numerous other artists painted landscapes with the sea
and ships. So it’s not the windmills or tulips that make the
Netherlands what it is, but the sea and ships. If portraits
depicted the faces of individuals and institutions such
as associations and organizations of the time, maritime

landscapes can be defined as portraits of Dutch trade and

shipping.

Shipwrecks in bad weather as a subject
matter

Dutch maritime landscapes show a wide variety of styles
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and subjects. First of all, they depicted coasts and
oceans, portraits of ships at anchor, and the intensity
of naval battles, but there were also landscapes
depicting shipwrecks in bad weather, especially the
latter, which appeared late in the period (after about
1650) but went beyond expressing pride in being a
new maritime power. It is a testament to the Dutch
willingness to accept and appreciate painting in a
different context. More notably, the subject matter

is related to the aforementioned legend of the Flying
Dutchman. And as the history of the legend and
various hardships in reality shows, the representation
of life at sea through paintings was not meant to
diminish pride. On the contrary, it was a popular
subject matter that honored the sense of adventure
and challenge that accompanied voyages, evoked the
memories and romantic excitement of painters and
collectors who had experienced the sea. Furthermore,
it reminded them of the Puritan ethic of vanitas or
memento mori.

Like other landscape paintings, marine landscapes
have had a profound influence on painting since the
18th century. This was especially true in England.
After the Netherlands, England also produced many
marine landscapes. After all, the sea is what makes us
the land where the sun never sets.... In particular, the
empiricist or scientific view of weather and climate
led to Constable and Turner, who made the world
of landscape painting more realistic. Their dramatic
depictions of the sky and sea are even considered to

have preceded Impressionism.
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The Establishment and After

KOREA MARITIME INSTITUTE (KMI) was established under the Act on the Establishment, Operation and
Fostering of Government-funded Research Institutions. It is a government-sponsored institute under the
umbrella of the National Research Council for Economics, Humanities and Social Sciences (NRCS). KMI’s origin
traces back to the Korea Institute of Shipping Technology, which was founded in 1984. Later in 1997, it was
launched under a new name, the Korea Maritime Institute, which integrated the maritime and fisheries policy
divisions scattered throughout various research organizations.

Research Divisions

KMI is conducting systematic and comprehensive research on current issues related to the marine, fisheries,
shipping and ports industries as well as to national policy. We are reinforcing our demand forecasting function
within the industry and the market as part of our efforts to respond preemptively to changes in the domestic
and foreign environments. In addition, KMl is collecting, analyzing, and distributing information on the latest
trends and relevant industries, consolidating them into a database.

The divisions include Ocean Economy Strategy Department, Marine Policy Research Department, Fisheries
Policy Research Department, Maritime Policy Research Department, Port Research Department, Logistics and
Maritime Industry Research Department, Fisheries Policy Implementation Department, Fishing Community
Research Bureau.

Global Network

The center of a global network, KMI is marching towards the world. KMI is reinforcing its research capacity,
leveraging a global research cooperation network while discovering new research agendas. Through this effort,
KMI aims to lay the foundation for Korea to become one of the world’'s top maritime powerhouses, further
contributing to national economic development.

The Way Forward

KMI has guided the development of maritime and fisheries for the Republic of Korea. For the last three decades,
KMI has driven national maritime and fisheries policy by suggesting countless policy measures. Going forward,
KMI will continue in step with the advancement of Korea's maritime and fisheries industry.
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