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Executive SummaryJ

The Marine Environment Management Act

- Evaluation of the newly established system and tasks for legislation—

®m Measures to improve the Marine and Coastal Area Environment
Impact Assessment and the Marine and Coastal Area Utilization

Consultation System

O Criteria for Marine and Coastal Area Environment Impact Assessment and
Assessment method
- Problem: Assessment items and its scope are pre-determined, which prevents
proper consideration of characteristics of each project.
- Improvement measure: “Scoping” should be adopted to determine assessment

items and their scope according to each project.

O Strengthening interrelation between relevant systems

- Problem: there is a weak link between relevant systems, such as the Marine
and Coastal Area Utilization, the Marine and Coastal Area Environment
Impact Assessment, the Sea Use Impact Analysis, the Prior Environmental
Review System (under the Basic Environmental Policy Act) and the
Environmental Impact Analysis (under the Environmental Impact Assessment
Act).

- Improvement measure: relevant regulations should be quoted in order to se-
cure inter-connectivity of the Marine Environment Management Act, the

Basic Environmental Policy Act and the Environmental Impact Assessment Act.
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O A thorough review and enhanced credibility of the reviewer
- Problem: the reviewer is required to evaluate most of all Marine and Coastal
Area Utilization documents and reports, which may lower the quality of the
assessment.
- Improvement measure: projects subject to only the “General Marine and
Coastal Area Utilization documents” and “Marine and Coastal Area

Environment Impact Assessment” should go through evaluation.

O Change in the target projects
- Problem: The Marine and Coastal Area Environment Impact Assessment is
done against “disposal of waste at sea,” but not against “dredging of the
sea.” However, the latter has a bigger impact on the marine environment.
- Improvement measure: “dredging of public waters” should be subject to the
Marine and Coastal Area Environment Impact Assessment. But the dredging
for village fishery and cooperative cultivating fishery need to be excluded

from the analysis.

O Clarifying the target for the Marine and Coastal Area Utilization

- Problem: there are disputes over whether projects exempted from the “Public
Water Management Act” should be evaluated by the Marine and Coastal
Area Utilization. Possible cases include plans to build port facilities under
“the Harbor Act” and those to build/develop ports/port facilities under the
Provision 5 or 6 of Article 2 of “the Act on fishing villages and fishing
grounds.”

- Improvement measure: projects excluded from “the Public Water
Management Act” should be analyzed by the Marine and Coastal Area
Utilization. By doing so, ambiguity between “the Marine and Coastal Area
Environment Impact Assessment” and its enforcement regulations can be

cleared up.
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O Writing the document by proxy
- Problem: since expertise is required to write “the General sea use con-
sultation document,” companies and other concerned parties can face
difficulty. However, the lack of agencies which write the document by proxy
may produce incomplete documents.
- Improvement measure: relevant regulations need to be amended to allow
evaluation agencies to write “the General Marine and Coastal Area

Utilization document.”

O Conflicting regulations
- Problem: regulations of the Marine and Coastal Area Environment Impact
Assessment conflict with those of the Waters for Waste Disposal.
- Improvement measure: “the General Marine and Coastal Area Utilization
document” should be required when less than certain amount of waste is

dumped at sea.

®m Measures to Improve the Waste Management System

O Definition of “waste” under “the Marine Environment Management Act”

- “Waste” refers to materials dumped at sea, whose current status has no fur-
ther use. Waste generates or can possibly generate detrimental consequences
to the marine environment. (Oil, harmful liquid and packaged harmful sub-
stances are excluded)

- Problem: although they use the same word waste each Article defines it
differently. For example, Article 25 is about management of waste generated
during sailing or mooring. However, waste in Article 23 is those produced
in the land.

- Improvement measure: along with comprehensive definition of waste, each

regulation needs specific definition of waste.
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O Waste defined by relevant regulations
- Problem: the Marine Environment Management Act integrated different defi-
nitions of waste under different conventions. However, this caused confusion
in the interpretation of waste.
- Improvement measure: waste should be defined into the following three cate-
gories: waste generated from public water reclamation, those generated from

land and those generated from marine facilities and marine space.

® Shoreline Oil Spill Response System under the National Oil Spill

Contingency Plan

© Evaluation of the main player for marine disaster prevention
- In the case of oil spill, main players are pollutant emitters, the ship’s cap-
tain, or the manager of marine facilities.
- If the above response is not enough or emergency counter measure is neces-
sary, the chief of Korea Coast Guard should carry out additional clean-up.
- If an administrative body should step in, the chief of Korea Coast Guard
addresses the sea oil spill and the head of the municipality (City, Gun and

Gu) is responsible for shoreline oil spill response.

O Evaluation of shoreline oil spill response system
- Korea is equipped with a sea oil spill response system by stage. The head
of the local coast guard deals with a small scale oil pollution, while the
chief of Korea Coast Guard is responsible for the large scale oil pollution
accidents.
- However, the head of the municipality (City, Gun and Gu) is required to

address shoreline oil pollution on all scales.
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O Measures to improve the shoreline oil spill response

- Oil pollution response guidelines of the International Maritime Organization
(IMO) and other foreign examples (the UK and Japan) suggest a coastal
shoreline oil spill response system by stage.

- 1st stage oil spill accidents: municipality (City, Gun and Gu)

2nd stage oil pollution: wide area local government (City and Do)

Large scale oil pollution subject to the National Contingency Plan: wide area
local governments are mainly responsible for oil pollution, while constituting

a joint response team along with the Korea Coast Guard.

® Policy Suggestions and Current Development

O About measures to improve the Marine and Coastal Area Environment Impact
Assessment and the Marine and Coastal Area Utilization System
- Relevant regulations of the Marine Environment Management Act are being

reviewed.

O About measures to improve the shoreline oil pollution response system
- The revised Marine Environment Management Act is based on this study’s
policy suggestions. After relevant ministries agree on it, the revised plan will

be reviewed by the Legislative Office.
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