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ABSTRACT |

Introduction of Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
to the Marine Sector

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is applied to assess the environmental
impacts caused by the changes in land-use and coastal area development, which is a
legal requirement in terms of the ‘Act on Assessment of Impacts of Works on
Environment, Traffic, Disasters, etc.” passed in 1999.

However the EIA procedure is not considered to be able to fully analyze the impact
on the natural environment from such developments. Sometimes it is regarded as just
a formal procedure for free developments. Hence, the need for a change in the legal
process of the EIA or new alternatives for accurately inspecting environmental impacts,
which include the various political alternatives preventing social conflicts between the
reservationist and development-group recently. According to this new need, Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) has been developed and enforced since 2006 in
Korea. SEA seems to be a effective tool for decision-making for preventing adverse
environmental impact from developmental projects and programs. But it has not been
fully applied to all marine environmental management fields, apart from the coastal
reclamation projects and the port development plan.

This study tests the ability of SEA-related procedures to effectively manage the
marine environment and protect it from various developments in coastal and marine
areas. Experts from marine and coastal sectors were asked how to apply SEA effectively
to the marine sector About 76% of respondents pointed out key issues in applying SEA
to the marine sector in Korea. Among these were how many plans could be applicable
to SEA, how the legal system on SEA could be improved, how the SEA system could
be implemented independently, etc.



The extension of the plans for adopting SEA will be implemented in two phases:
plans including the development project and plans regarding the character of
management. Four plans - the Local Coast Governance Plan, the Coast Rehabilitation
Plan, the Port-Related Area Development Plan, and the Fishing Village Development
Plan - can adopt the SEA preferentially

To apply SEA in the marine environment it needed to be decided which act its
enforcement will be based on - the Environmental Policy Act or the Marine
Environmental Management Act. As a result, it was decided that the Marine
Environmental Management Act has more advantages for applying the SEA to the
administrative plans in the marine sector.

If the Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (MOMAF) wants to manage the
marine environment effectively, positive, spontaneous and effective discussion must be
carried out for applying the administrative plans and assessing its expected impacts on
the marine environment. It is necessary to prevent social conflicts and reduce social
costs in the phase of establishing the administrative plans, through a complete
assessment of the marine environment.
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gl Feldel JAAYIYL JHtoR mAo) gt tehg vlaL - AEto] 2o 4
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Publ. Ltd., London, p. 284. 2002.
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A AfdARRE A, AR, 22ade) B ITL A A A ST
sk AAA 447“* ogt= Mol AL7hsde AulE WES AR &
7 AN S A(2003)9] G ofRl ANEARIel M= AHEAN A A 22
TR A A S AR R A A FFE S aLeste] A&
Zhele HRE sk AAA JAEA Aded s A YgAT AE7hs
& zdsks NEA ek & 4l

of ol A Aw i AR tel diet e Ao A, Ao
7he A - AR - B4 - ol sl A SkE Sl ASThs s A, A,
223 5o sHE % AAA GAEA Adaedolzt & 4
<79 215 TSI T =l

THE N
@ A ZH
ALEE 7} E

| A A, JAH 58 Ao >

Z}E : OECD(2006), p. 34.

2) FiRtEIZEI| 71D 21

=t A| % 5k 718} 3] (International  Association for Impact Assessment, [AIA)of A]+=
Hers 4 ske] ek ol st oA AFAS Ans) o8 FAE NS
A AT IAIAS] RSt A T} 7|2 AR AesA B o gt aubel
AAES F5skaL, o dersbdgrte] avpdS Frisky] et Ak Ade Alw
3H= g EAo] 9lt}s)

IAIAS] A A 7152 554 (integrated) o] o] of gk}

Aolth. A B

rlr

7) SRR, "TASIAAG A E =9 o #el oI4t,, 2007, pp.3~4.
8) 1AIA, trateglc Environmental Assessment-Performance Criteria, Special Publication Series No. 1, 2002.
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