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ABSTRACT

The Actual State of and Policy Tasks Regarding

Income Bipolarization in Korean Fishing Villages

This study aims to explore the actual state of the bipolarization and inequality
in Korean fishing households' incomes. Also, the outlook for this income
distribution pattern and the policy tasks to combat bipolarization could be derived
from this analysis.

On the basis of the fishery household economy survey for the years 2003
through 2005 and fishing village cooperatives survey for the years 1995, 2000
and 2005, respectively, this study introduced some indices such as the Gini index,
Generalized Entropy index and the bipolarization index developed by Esteban
and Ray (1994) and Duclos, Esteban, and Ray (2004). In addition to these
statistical analyses a questionnaire survey of fishermen and fishing officers was
conducted.

The findings of this study are as follows: First, the degree of both
bipolarization and inequality in the fishing households' incomes is higher than
that in the farming households' incomes or the urban households' incomes.
Second, the degree of bipolarization in the fishing households' incomes is

ABSTRACT ® |



progressively worsening. Third, the degrees of bipolarization and inequality in
the incomes of aquaculture households and the fishing households in remote
areas are higher than in any other kinds of fishing households. Fourth, the high
degree of bipolarization in fishing households' income results from the rapid
growth of aquaculture, the bipolarization in fishing business scales, and the
expanding low-income bracket.

In order to reduce or to remedy the bi-polarization in fishing households'
income some policy tasks are necessary; increasing stable income sources,
promoting balanced development, and reinforcing social safety net in fishing
villages.

Key Words: fishing villages, bipolarization, income inequality
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